
The Southern Links investigation started in 
September 2010 and is expected to take 
around two and a half years to complete to 
the stage of formally securing designated 
routes. 

Southern Links has been integrated into the 

Waikato region’s Future Proof strategy, which 

aims to optimise the planning of land use, 

regional growth and key infrastructure in and 

around Hamilton. Future Proof (www.

futureproof.org.nz) is a partnership between 

Environment Waikato, HCC, the Waikato and 

Waipa District Councils and Iwi, with the 

NZTA as a key stakeholder.

At this stage, construction of the state highway 

component of the Southern Links project is not 

in the NZTA’s 10-year programme and its 

timing will be subject to the outcome of the 

investigation, the rate of local growth, and 

available future funding. Similarly, the 

construction of local roading will be dependent 

on the future development of Hamilton’s 

Peacocke area. 

When constructed, the Southern Links project 

will reduce congestion, improve safety on SH1 

and SH3 in the Hillcrest and Melville suburbs 

of Hamilton, improve freight fl ows for industry 

and be a key part of the city’s urban arterial 

network integrated into the HCC Access 

Hamilton Strategy (www.hamilton.co.nz/

strategies). 
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Project overview
The Southern Links project involves 

around 32 kilometres of future 

transport network, including two new 

crossings of the Waikato River, 21km 

of state highway and 11km of urban 

arterial roads in the city’s Peacocke 

structure plan area.

The long-term aim of the project is to 

develop an effective network of well 

connected state highway and urban 

arterial routes linking: 

• SH1 from Kahikatea Drive in 

Hamilton city to the Waikato 

Expressway at Tamahere in the 

southeast, and

• SH3 from Hamilton International 

Airport to central and east 

Hamilton. 

While these connection points are 

known, the routes between them have 

not yet been determined. The purpose 

of the Southern Links investigation is 

to identify and designate the best 

routes that will connect these points.

The main aim of this stage of the 

project is to plan for the long-term 

needs of Hamilton’s southern sector, 

particularly the projected growth and 

development in the Peacocke and 

Hamilton Airport area. Designating 

the Southern Links routes in the 

Hamilton, Waipa and Waikato District 

Plans will provide certainty for local 

residents and developers. 

Consultation with stakeholders and 

residents will be a key part of the 

Southern Links investigation. Along 

with gathering and considering 

valuable input from interested parties, 

we also want to keep you well 

informed about the investigation 

process and how the future 

designated routes may benefi t or 

affect you.

Approximate Area of Interest

The Southern Links 
investigation has started
The NZ Transport Agency (NZTA) and Hamilton City Council 

(HCC) are jointly investigating Hamilton’s proposed Southern 

Links project. The investigation aims to identify and protect a 

future transport network to the south of Hamilton city.
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If you would like more information on the Southern 

Links project or have some questions as a result of 

this newsletter, please contact: 

 Grant Eccles

 Southern Links Consultation Leader 

 Phone:  0508 STHNLINK (0508 7846 5465)

 Email:    southern.links@aecom.com

Our contact details

The current 
process

Both the NZTA and HCC are very 

aware of the strong desire for 

certainty about the location of the 

fi nal preferred routes for the 

Southern Links project. We are 

committed to do everything we can 

to keep you informed about the 

investigation progress and expect 

to have some route options for you 

to review at a public information 

day around March/April 2011.

The project team will also be 

meeting with property owners, 

other stakeholders and special 

interest groups to gather and 

consider feedback on the proposed 

route options. 

Once the feedback from the initial 

consultation has been evaluated 

and further specifi c investigation 

work has been undertaken on each 

option, a fi nal preferred route 

option will be identifi ed and 

presented to the community in late 

2011. This preferred route option 

will form the basis for the 

designation applications, which are 

expected to be lodged and publicly 

notifi ed in early 2012.

For further information on Southern 

Links, visit:  www.nzta.govt.nz/southern-links

For more information

PREVIOUS WORK
Many residents in the project area will be aware of the initial scoping work carried 

out in 2004/05 as part of the Southern Hamilton Arterial Network Strategy Study 

(SHANSS).  SHANSS identifi ed some preliminary network options for the area, which 

were updated by a technical working party in 2007. The working party produced a 

conceptual diagram indicating a possible network for the area. Although that image 

has been used as a guide in some processes since 2007 (including the Peacocke 

Structure Plan consultation) it does not represent defi nite routes for Southern Links.

The formal investigation is currently reviewing the conceptual diagram along with a 

number of other route options in the project area. As there is a possibility that the 

route options that we present to the public to consult on in early 2011 may be 

different to the SHANSS conceptual diagram, we have not included the diagram with 

this newsletter. In addition, the broad-banded corridors shown in the conceptual 

diagram may cause unnecessary concern for property owners not affected by the 

fi nal route options. 

ON-THE-GROUND INVESTIGATIONS
The background and scoping work currently being undertaken requires a number of 

ground investigations to be carried out. These are important to help the project team 

gain a better understanding of how geological, soil and water table conditions vary 

throughout and beyond the project area. Other investigations, including ecological 

surveys, will also be undertaken.

The project team will shortly be seeking permission to access properties to gather 

data for the project and to determine the suitability of potential routes. It is important 

to note that a request to gather data on a property does not necessarily mean that 

the preferred route will affect that specifi c location. The testing and surveys are 

intended to determine conditions across the wider project area to inform the project 

team of potential constraints such as soft or unsuitable ground, or the presence of 

ecological habitats, such as bat roosts. This will allow a more informed selection of 

route options.

WHERE TO FROM HERE?
Unless your property is one that has been selected for data gathering investigations, 

the next contact you will receive will be an invitation to the public information day 

early next year. You may also be contacted by the project team seeking to meet with 

you one-on-one to seek permission for property access.

KEEPING IN TOUCH
To keep in touch with you in a timely manner we will be sending all future 

newsletters, updates and information about the Southern Links project, wherever 

possible, by email. To receive this information please email your contact details 

(including your name and address) to southern.links@aecom.com 

Alternatively, if you would prefer to be kept informed by regular mail, please contact 

Grant Eccles at the contact number below.


