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The Gambling Act 2003 and Racing Act 2003 require council to adopt policies relating to where class 4 gambling 
(pokies) and TAB Board venues may be located. The council policies can impose restrictions on the establishment 
of new venues and the number of gambling machines in venues. 

The policies must be reviewed every three years. Currently Waikato district has differing policies covering the 
original Waikato district and the ex Franklin district. Council intends to adopt a single policy covering the entire 
district and to help formulate the policy we are keen to hear your views on gambling and its effects. We will also 
be consulting on the draft policy when it is developed.

If you would like to be kept informed on the development of the gambling policy, please contact the council with 
your name, address or email, or submit your details with this survey.

Name:

Address:

Email:

Feedback

Gambling and TAB Board Venues 
Policies Survey

Section 1 – Personal prof ile
Where do you live?

Your age:

Are you:

(Town/suburb/area) Urban

Under 18

Male Female

18–25 26–35 36–45 46–55 56–65 65+

Rural

The questions below are optional but this data helps to ensure our decisions are based on the views of a wide 
range of Waikato district residents.

The survey should reach council by Monday 29 July 2013.

Email corporateplanner@waidc.govt.nz

Please return the survey in one of the following ways:

Corporate Planning, Waikato District 
Council, Private Bag 544, Ngaruawahia 3742

Drop it into one of our council offices 
marked Attention: Corporate Planning

01

03 04

02Complete online under the ‘Have your say’ 
link at www.waikatodistrict.govt.nz
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Section 2 – Establishment of gambling and TAB Board venues 
and number of pokies

If you play the pokies, on average how much money would you take to play each time?

If you play the pokies, where in the Waikato district? (select all that apply)

Overall, do you believe council should allow establishment of new venues and/or more 
machines in existing venues?

At a pub

Less than $20 $20–$50 $50–$100 $100–$200 More than $200

A club (e.g. RSA, Cosmopolitan, Workingmen’s)                   At a sports club

Allow new pokie machine venues and machines

Allow more pokie machines in existing venues

Allow new TAB venues

Yes No Don’t know

Both the original Waikato and ex Franklin district policies allow both types of venue subject to other provisions, 
particularly numbers of machines and venue location. A policy can also restrict the number of gambling machines. 
It can set a cap on the total number of machines in the district, provide that no more pokie machines may be 
operated in the district (a sinking lid policy), or set limits on the maximum number of machines in operation  
at a venue.

The original Waikato district policy provides for a ratio of one gambling machine per 200 adults. The district 
already had about a quarter more machines than that policy provides for, meaning no more machines could be 
introduced until the population increased. This is different to a true sinking lid policy which would mean no more 
machines may be introduced or new venues established, gradually reducing the number of pokie machines over 
time. A capped policy sets a limit on the total number of machines in the district.

The ex Franklin district policy does not set any limit on the number of machines or venues, so new venues and 
an increase in the number of machines is possible under the current policy in that area. There are currently 199 
licensed machines in 15 venues in the original Waikato district and 54 machines in three venues in the ex Franklin 
part of the district.

Comments:

In your town or area, what are your thoughts on the number of gambling venues available? 

Pokie machine venues

TAB venues

Far too
many

Too
many

About
right

Far too
few

Don’t
know

Too few

A policy can specify whether or not gambling venues or TAB Board venues may be established.

Your gambling:
How often do you play the pokies?

Never Monthly or less Once a week

Up to 3 times a week 4 or more times a week

Less than once a year
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In terms of the Waikato district as a whole, what are your thoughts on the number of 
gambling venues available?

In your town or area, what are your thoughts on the overall number of pokie machines 
available for gambling?

In terms of the Waikato district as a whole, what are your thoughts on the number of 
pokie machines available for gambling?

Do you think gambling venues should be restricted from operating in the proximity of any of 
the following facilities or premises? (note: pokie machines are usually located within liquor licence premises)

Do you think council policy should restrict the number of gambling machines in the district?

If yes, what do you think is the best option for restricting the number of machines?

Pokie machine venues

TAB venues

Sinking lid policy (no more machines may be introduced)

Capped policy (set a maximum number of machines)

Population ratio based policy

Don’t know

Far too
many

Far too
many

Far too
many

Too
many

Too
many

Too
many

About
right

About
right

About
right

Far too
few

Far too
few

Far too
few

Don’t
know

Don’t
know

Don’t
know

Too few

Too few

Too few

Yes No

Section 3 – Location of gambling and TAB venues
A policy can specify where gambling venues and Board venues may be located. 

Kindergarten/early 
childhood centre

Primary  
school

Secondary  
school

Place of  
worship

Community  
hall/centre

Pokie machines

TAB venue

If “yes” to any of the above what minimum distance should the venues be from these facilities?

Any comments about where in the Waikato district gambling venues should not be located:

50m 100m 200m 300m 400m 500m Other
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Section 4 – Impact of gambling
Gambling can be addictive with negative impacts of problem gamblers affecting themselves, family, friends and the 
community. Gambling is also recognised as a popular form of entertainment enjoyed by many and can be a source 
of funding to community groups. The questions in this section aim to obtain an overall view of the impacts of 
gambling in the Waikato district.

Do you know anyone who uses the gambling venues in your area who you believe is 
experiencing harm from gambling?

From your experience, do you believe there is a problem with people being harmed by 
gambling in your area? 

In terms of the Waikato district as a whole, from your experience, do you believe there is 
a problem with people being harmed by gambling?

What is your view on the impacts of gambling in your community?

Overall, what is your view on the relative benefit/harm of gambling in your community?

Comments on the impact of gambling:

If you have any other comments to make in regard to gambling in your district, please use 
the space below and on separate pages if required.

Yes No

Yes

Yes

No

No

Don’t know

Don’t know

A serious problem                                 

Does more good than harm                Does more harm than good                Neutral                 

Harmless entertainment Benefits the community

Harms the community                            Don’t know 

Don’t know 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.

In terms of the Waikato district as a whole, what are your thoughts on the number of 
pokie machines available for gambling?


